Dental clearance unsuccesful: cleidocranial dysplasia diagnosed at a relief of pain clinic.
A 55-year-old woman presented to Whangarei Base Hospital Emergency Department with a mandibular swelling adjacent to her unerupted tooth 48. She had never had dental radiographs taken, having had a dental clearance 20 years earlier. She wore full dentures. A panoramic dental radiograph revealed 44 unerupted teeth. Based on the clinical, oral and radiographic examinations a diagnosis of cleidocranial dysplasia (CCD) was confirmed. The patient had not been diagnosed with CCD prior to her hospital visit. Treatment included staged extractions of superficial mandibular supernumeraries and enucleation of the mandibular cyst, attempting to avoid pathological fracture. This would be followed by a six-month review and then annually as required. The case outlines the value of dental radiography in dental practice. Little is known about the prevalence of CCD in New Zealand and this is an area where future research could be conducted.